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 Principal Announcements 

 Lego Club meets after school on Thursdays and runs from 3:25-4:30.  

 Family Science Night is February 6th from 6-7:30. Hope to see everyone there. 

 I would like to remind everyone that we go out for recess when the wind chill is zero 

or above. Please make sure your child comes to school with proper winter attire. It is 

also a good idea to write your child’s name on their hats, gloves, snow pants, etc. We 

find these items all around the school and are able to return those items when they 

are properly labeled. 

 Please consider helping out our PTO. They do a lot for our school and could use a few 

volunteers to help with various events. You do not need to come to all of the PTO 

meetings to be a volunteer. They are looking for individuals who can help once or 

twice per year.  

 Please don’t hesitate to contact me if there is anything I can do to help. 

 

Sincerely, 

Dan Vaara– Barkell Elementary Principal 

Upcoming Events: 

 Feb 6th    Family Science Night  (6-7:30) 

 Feb 13th and Feb 27th Early Dismissal (1:46) 

 Feb 22nd    No School– Mid Winter Break 



 

 

The 2019 Barkell Elementary 5th grade Spelling Bee 

took place in January. This is part of the Scripp’s Na-

tional Spelling Bee. Congratulations to all who partici-

pated and congratulations to the six finalists: Adam 

Mikkola, Miranda Oja, Anastaysia Stewart, Mindy 

Jouppe, Jayna Keranen, and Blake Oja. The top two fin-

ishers qualify to go on and compete in the Regional 

Spelling Bee later this month. Miranda Oja finished 

second and Adam Mikkola finished first. Well done! 
Jayna takes her time 

on a difficult word. 

Anastaysia correctly 

spells a word. 

Adam and Maranda pose 

for a photo in front of the 

trophy case. Adam fin-

ished first and Miranda 

finished 2nd. 

The six finalists get ready for 

the competition. 

Blake spells a challeng-

ing word. 
Miranda takes her 

turn while Adam 

waits on deck. 

Mindy successfully 

spells a difficult 

word. 

Adam spells a word on 

his way to victory. 

Miranda and Adam pose for a 

photo after earning their way 

to the Regional Spelling Bee. 

Students performed in front 

of their classmates. 



 

 

The Fifth grade students are learning 

about the scientific method. In this ex-

periment students developed the Ques-

tion: Does the length of a whirlybird pro-

peller effect the time it takes to hit the 

ground from 2 Meters?  The students 

had to develop a procedure, test, collect 

data, analyze results and write a conclu-

sion based on their findings.  

Students collect data to help determine if propeller 

length affects the time it takes to hit the ground.. 

Brady drops the pro-

peller while Brian 

times the descent.  

Clint and Chad work together 

recording data. 

Camryn and Mindy discuss 

their results. 

Students 

record data 

on their data 

tables. 



 

 

The Young 5's have been busy this month learn-

ing about Healthy Foods and Exercise. Included 

in our Healthy Unit we talked about MyPlate 

and the 5 food groups through many books and 

activities. We also learn about making healthy 

choices for breakfast, snack, lunch, and dinner. 

Trying new foods and taking a "no thank you" 

bite was something very important that we dis-

cussed. We have been enjoying healthy snacks 

all month including "ants on a log" and apple 

slices. We have also been enjoying our new 

class set of snowshoes out on our school trail. It 

has been really fun to get fresh air, exercise, and 

enjoy learning in the outdoors.   

Jordyn and Eero display 

their healthy snack. 

Young Fivers prepare to 

go snow shoeing. 

Young 5 students enjoy 

a day of snow shoeing 

on our nature trails. 

Students pose for some pictures with healthy resources they have been studying. 

Jameson, Caleb, and Eero proudly display some of 

their healthy work.  



 

 

Mrs. Nordmark's class participated in the First Hour of Coding nation-

wide program. The kids had fun designing characters and making 

them talk and move! 

Students in Mrs. Nordmark's class put their STEM skills to the test as they en-

gineered traps to catch Santa after reading the book "How to Catch Santa".  

Barkell Elementary second 

graders learn computer pro-

gramming skills in a fun way. 

Students create character and 

program voices and move-

ments.  

August and Kai pose for 

a picture by their trap. 

Tally and Jenae relax after 

constructing their project. 

Students work together using the Scien-

tific Method to engineer their products. 

Mabel and Maya begin their work 

after some careful planning. 



 

 

Students in Mrs. Knuuttila's class participated in a Natural Disaster Project Based Learn-

ing adventure.  Students selected the natural disaster of their choice.  Next, they re-

searched their natural disaster and took notes on the cause, effect, location, interesting 

facts and how to keep safe.  Each student created a brochure detailing their information 

and went on to develop a project of their choice to share their information with oth-

ers.  Students created LEGO models, wrote songs, created board games, and made 

newscasts about their disaster.  If you need to know something about tornadoes, volca-

noes, tsunamis, hurricanes, floods, and blizzards check out the brochures in the hall or 

ask someone from 3K!  

Brandy uses a “Green 

Screen” for her newscast 

on earthquakes. 

Gage creates a before 

and after model for his 

natural disaster. 

Sawyer performs a 

song for his project. Aubrey and Andrew dis-

play their board game. 

Eleri reports about tornadoes. Gena does her news report on 

natural disasters. 

Brenna 

and Kylie 

get ready 

for their 

news re-

port. 

Students create 

before and after 

models using 

Legos. 



 

 

Students ultimately ended up with a nice brochure to sum up all that they learned about natural disasters. 

Students enjoyed making their 

newscasts using video equipment. 
Tyler displays the game 

he created for his natural 

disaster. 

Gena gets her screen ready for 

her broadcast. 

Isaac 

works on 

his natural 

disaster 

model. 



 

 

Fifth grade students in Mr. Pertile’s science class are using the Met-

ric System to determine their height and arm span.  The objective is 

to use measurement techniques to ensure accurate results. Stu-

dents need to record their procedures, make modifications and re-

measure to test accuracy.  

Fifth grade students are studying 

Matter. In this activity students are us-

ing different substances to create a so-

lution for making crystals. The students 

also learn how to measure substances 

accurately.   

Mason and Walter measure Louis. Ted and John measure Charlie. 

RJ stretches out to have his wing span 

measured by Santino and Adam. 

Ninah and Macy display their projects. 

Students enjoy their scientifi-

cally created Christmas orna-

ments. 

Domonic and Ryan work 

on their projects. 



 

 

Students are learning about the 3 states of matter.  In 

this activity: How many drops can you get on a penny? 

Students develop a procedure, hypothesize and test to 

see what happens. As they investigate, they learn 

about a unique concept: surface tension.   

Emery and Jayna are amazed at 

how many drops they can fit on 

the penny. 

Domonic and Ryan carefully 

add drops to their penny. 

Students record their 

data on a table. 

Students carefully add drops to see 

how many they can fit on a penny. 

Connor and Jax discuss 

their results. 

Avery and Kaisa work togeth-

er as scientists. 

Students tested both sides of 

the coin to see if there is a 

difference. 

Students were surprised by how many 

drops they were able to fit. What a fun 

way to learn about surface tension! 



 

 

  Barkell Elementary Thanks: 
 Barkell Elementary PTO for all they do for our school 

 Hancock Public Schools Foundation for their many generous donations and purchases 

 Gloria Dei Lutheran Church and to Ellie Alexander for their generous donations of hats and mittens. 

 Kristen Wanhala for her generous donation of Legos 

 Finlandia University PT Assistant Program for their generous donation of hats and gloves 

 Ken Seaton and Kenneth Miller for their generous support of our fundraiser 

 The Brantners and Smitha Rao for their generous donations of snacks.  

 Angie Hebert, Tammy Hall, Connie Pietila, Jessica Harden, Bree Kilpela, Smitha Rao, and Meg 

Oja for Santa Shop donations 

1. All visitors must report to the 

office. Please do not go to the 

classroom once the day has be-

gun. 

2. Please remember to call the 

attendance line when your child 

is absent. 

3. Please remember to check the 

lost and found. We have quite a 

few unclaimed belongings. 

Barkell Elementary needs help with: 

*We are in need of board games (used or new) for our students to use during indoor    

recess.  

*We are in need of educational DVDs or VHS tapes for our indoor recesses. 

*We are in need of extra art supplies for our indoor recess arts and crafts program. 

*We are in need  of Legos for our Lego club 

Barkell Elementary partnered with Finlandia and 

Michigan Tech to celebrate MLK Day. Students from 

both universities  read stories to our students 

about tolerance and diversity.  


