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 Principal Announcements 

 

 Please check our Lost and Found. We have accumulated quite a bit of winter clothing. 

 Please remember that students cannot be dropped off before 7:30.  

 Please consider helping out our PTO. They do a lot for our school and could use a few 

volunteers to help with various events. You do not need to come to all of the PTO 

meetings to be a volunteer. They are looking for individuals who can help once or 

twice per year. The PTO meets at 3:30 on the third Tuesday of the month. 

 Please don’t hesitate to contact me if there is anything I can do to help. 

 

Sincerely, 

Dan Vaara– Barkell Elementary Principal 

Upcoming Events: 

 5/29   No School– Memorial Day 

 6/5   Track and Field Day 

 6/8 and 6/9  Half days for students 

 6/9    Last day of school 



The young 5's have been working hard 

on their "kid writing". They are learning 

how to sound out words by  s t r e t c h i 

n g  out the word and listening to the 

sounds. They have also been learning 

sight words. The young 5's worked hard 

learning how to publish a book and be-

come authors and illustrators. They did a 

wonderful job publishing the book 

called Young Fives Can Be Anything. This 

theme went along with the March is 

Reading month theme this year. Great 

work! 

-Mrs. Cavis 



In this activity, students used a variety of materials 

to design a shock absorber. The objective was to 

create a device that could be dropped and the ob-

ject inside would remain secure and safe. Congratu-

lations to Bennet  Sturos for designing the most 

effective shock absorber.             -Mr. Pertile 

In this activity, we studied accel-

eration. Students designed paper 

footballs to see which material 

produced a football that would 

increase distance and/or accura-

cy.  Students used 3 different 

types of paper.  

-Mr. Pertile 



Students from MTU's Engineering Department designed lessons to help students understand 

some basic physics concepts. In this activity, students had to design an apparatus that would 

spin by directing an airflow through a straw. Students used the "Engineering Design Process" as 

they designed their apparatus, tested, modified and retested over and over until they achieved 

success.  A special thanks to Jacklyn Johnson from MTU for organizing this special event for our 

students.  

In this activity, students designed a hovercraft. This was cool. The students used a balloon and a 

CD to design a hovercraft. As the air from the balloon escaped through the opening in the CD, 

the force lifted the CD off the table slightly so that CD was riding on a cushion of air. This re-

duced the amount of friction, and the students were able to pass the hovercraft back and forth 

to each other. It reminded them of Air Hockey.  



Mrs. Nordmark’s class went through the engineering design process to create bridges. Their 

challenge was to create a bridge that could hold the most weight. The bridges could only be 

built using cardboard, straws, popsicle sticks, string, glue, and tape.  

We researched bridges and what makes them strong before starting our designs. The class dis-

covered that most bridges use triangles in their design because they are the strongest shape.  

The kids worked in teams to design and build their bridges. They tested their designs for 

strength and then made changes to make them stronger.  

Finally, we tested all of the bridges. Each bridge held a plastic bin and we began to place chap-

ter books of similar size into the bins. If a bridge collapsed, fell over, or tipped the bin off; the 

group counted how many books it held. The bridges held 7 to over 37 books! We had a lot of 

fun learning about engineering!               -Mrs. Nordmark 



Mrs. Nordmark's and 

Mrs. Blessing's class 

spent time on a sunny 

afternoon reading in 

the school's pollination 

garden. This garden 

was planted by stu-

dents and volunteers a 

few years ago thanks 

to a grant from LSSI.  

-Mrs. Nordmark 



The students in Mr. Pertile's Fifth Grade Sci-

ence class culminate the unit on Human 

Body Systems with a dissection. The speci-

mens are pig plucks from Rainbow Packing 

in Escanaba. The pluck consists of the up-

per digestive, respiratory and circulatory 

systems  

Here is a 

lung after 

being inflat-

ed with a 

pump. Just 

next to the 

lung, you 

can see the 

heart.  

Here is a picture of the larynx. 



Once again Barkell second 

graders dissected sheep 

eyes as part of their bio-

logical science unit. It was 

a great hands on learning 

experience for all. Thank 

you to Mr. Pertile and our 

parent volunteers for their 

help with this exciting op-

portunity for our students. 



Barkell Elementary fam-

ilies once again partici-

pated in the annual 

Keweenaw Bike to 

School Day. Students 

enjoyed a nice spring 

morning to pedal their 

bikes to school. An esti-

mated 100 students, 

parents, and siblings 

participated this year. 



                        4th Graders Learn How to Stay Safe Around Electricity With UPPCO   

                                                         “Don’t be a Path to Ground” 

  On Wednesday May 3, UPPCO workers David Heinonen and Matt Mattila came to our school to 

teach about being safe around electricity. Here are some things we learned: if you’re in a car with 

a power line on it, don’t get out. If your car is on fire, jump out as far as you can with your feet to-

gether and just keep hopping home. If your car is crashed into a powerline pole, there is an elec-

tric field around the car. The rings of electricity get weaker as they get farther from the car. If one 

foot is in one ring and one in another ring the electricity wants to even out in your body. Always 

hop out with your feet together. Don’t climb trees next to power lines, don’t put ladders next to 

powerline poles, and don’t ever play by substations. Most of all don’t be a Path to Ground! 

By: Ross Stromer and Max Heinonen 



Barkell fourth graders receive their 

“paychecks” after mining for copper in the 

Keweenaw National Historic Park. 

Students were able 

to participate in the 

mining process 

from start to finish. 

Barkell fourth graders also had the opportunity to learn about the history of ship-

ping on the Great Lakes, specifically Lake Superior. 

Students also went to "Fire Fighting in Historic Calumet" where they saw 

a 1919 pumper truck and practiced a "bucket brigade".  They also attend-

ed a land management program where they planned a community.  



As part of the Human Body Sys-

tems, students learned about 

pulse and heart rate. They also 

used a stethoscope to listen for 

the "lub dub" sound of the heart. 

The students increased their level 

of activity by running in place for 

30 seconds to see how the activity 

effected their heart rate. We used 

various intervals so that students 

could practice calculating their 

heart rate by using a pulse point.  

MTU Engineering students 

teach Barkell 5th graders 

about physics. 



  Barkell Elementary Thanks: 
 Barkell Elementary PTO for all they do for our school 

 Hancock Public Schools Foundation for their many generous donations and purchases 

 Fine Line Tire for delivering our plucks for 5th grade dissections 

 Dave’s BP for their continued support of our school 

 Amanda Malik for her help with our Health and Wellness grant 

 Dissection volunteers for their help with our hands on science learning activities 

 

1. All visitors must report to the 

office. Please do not go to the 

classroom once the day has be-

gun. 

2. Please remember to call the 

attendance line when your child 

is absent. 

3. Please remember to check the 

lost and found. We have quite a 

few unclaimed belongings. 

Barkell Elementary needs help with: 

*We are in need of board games (used or new) for our students to use during indoor    

recess.  

*We are in need of educational DVDs or VHS tapes for our indoor recesses. 

*We are in need of extra art supplies for our indoor recess arts and crafts program. 

*We are in need  of yarn and crochet hooks for our Crocheting Club 

A special thank you goes out to Mr. and Mrs. Barrette for 

their help with painting our hallways. The CCEA recently 

recognized the Barrettes for their service to our school. 


